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❖ Hi, Everyone! The Governing Council has had a full year this year! We have made some 

strides and have attempted to unite with others in the counseling profession. Below you will 

find the highlights of this year: 

 

❖ A new bill was introduced this year in Tennessee. In the bill ACA is directly targeted with 

regard to its ethical stance on counselors being open to serve all clients. Here is an overview 

of the bill:  

 

o Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services, Dept. of - As introduced, prohibits the 

Board for Professional Counselors, Marital and Family Therapists, and Clinical 

Pastoral Therapists from adopting any rule that incorporates by reference a national 

association's code of ethics, including, but not limited to, the American Counseling 

Association Code of Ethics. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 49 and Title 63. 

 

❖ In response, ACA votes to move our conference from Nashville, TN to San Francisco, CA 

 

❖  New portability models were introduced regarding recognition of counselor licensure among 

the various States. Representatives of ACA met with other counseling stakeholders. In 

addition to ACA, those who attended the meetings represented the following groups: 

AMHCA, ACES, NBCC, and AASCB. I have provided a synopsis of each model below. The 

meeting was designed to determine if the groups could come together and create one 

portability model that everyone could agree with. While the meeting went well, it was 

reported that more meetings will be needed to continue to discuss compromises.  

 

Here is the general language of each portability model: 
 

o AMHCA-ACES-NBCC 

EITHER  

• A degree from a clinically focused counselor preparation program accredited by 

CACREP; 

OR  

• Certification as a National Certified Counselor;  

OR  

• Fulfillment of standards adopted by a state counseling licensure board;  

AND  

• Possession of a counselor license for independent practice for at least two years 

 
 

o AASCB 

A fully-licensed counselor, who is licensed at the highest level of licensure available in 

his or her state, and who is in good standing with his or her licensure board, with no 

disciplinary record, and who has been in active practice for a minimum of five years post-

receipt of licensure, and who has taken and passed the NCE or the NCMHCE, shall be 



eligible for licensure in a state to which he or she is establishing residence.  The State to 

which the licensed counselor is moving may require a jurisprudence examination based 

on the rules and statutes of said State.  An applicant who meets these criteria will be 

accepted for licensure without further review of education, supervision and experiential 

hours. 

 

o ACA 

 

A counselor who is fully licensed to practice independently in his or her State, whose 

license is in good standing, and who has no disciplinary record shall be eligible for 

licensure in another State in which she/he is seeking residence. The State to which the 

licensed counselor is moving may require a jurisprudence examination based on the rules 

and procedures of that State. 

 

 

 

❖ New Texas bill moving forward. The Texas Senate committee approved a controversial 

measure to deny public accommodations to transgender people, despite significant 

opposition. Senate Bill 6 would require people to use restrooms and changing facilities 

that correspond to the gender on their birth certificates. Note that this bill would also 

prevent municipalities in Texas from enacting their own anti-discrimination ordinances. 

ACA opposes SB 6 and will communicate with the Texas Counseling Association on the 

efforts that they may be mounting to defeat the legislation. It is ACA's hope that the 

Texas legislature will not allow SB 6 to move forward. The bill could be taken up by the 

full Senate early next week. One positive sign is that even if it makes it through the 

Senate, House Speaker Joe Straus told reporters he is “not a fan of the bill they are 

discussing in the Senate committee today.” 

 


